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CHAPTER I.

Introducing Pair of Scoundrels.
I In which I Mil In aes tha Coronation

and, In.'ldrntally, discover that I am a
xraun.)

"Hut, goodness grsrlous. Anno, jrou
won't going to Kualund, art you 7 Walt
till achool close lu Juno, aud wall
Bjaha up party."

My room-mat- Marr Jenner, la
meek enough when she la alone with
Die, but company lend her a flrtltluua
persuasiveness. Uesldes, all the rest
of the girls curled up among our cush-
ions agreed will lier 1 could see 11 In
thtilr faces.

"If hla sacred majesty, Kim George
tha Filth, will consent to put off bla
coronation until July, I ahull ba clad
to wait (or you," I answered, with
to ma asperity, -- yut I don't tbluk lt'a
IlkHy, do youT"

"W ell, but, Anno" Mary waa begln-Dln- g,

when Agne rotniroy broke In.
Agne la a plump girl with a vein ot
summon tens emouutlug a) moat to
Biulua.

"Look here," ah said, "what' tha
Diet You wont see thing except the

trat-- t processions. You might juat a

nil atay in Winnipeg and read all
bout It In the Illustrated London pa-

pers. Nobody can get Into the Abbey
without carrying pew."

I put my nose In the air. "Well,
even at that" I suggested bratenly.
Tha glrla laughed, and Agnes ahled a
chocolate cream at ni, missing me by
about three feet.

"1 don't believe even having red balr
and being a mascot would accomplish
a peer by coronation time, my dear,"
abe aald. "Uut by all rut-an- go ahead
If you've art your heart on it. After
cbool la out we'll oln you."

"You let my red hair alone, Pome-ro- y

He." I retorted wrathlully. "I'm
twenty-tw- o years old, and I guess I

know how to take eare ot myself. And
If you've got a dutermlnod tempera-
ment, and want aomethiiig badly and
all your frieuda put stupid obstacle
In your way why, lt'a enough to make
a pluater angel feel annoyed."

Ague only laughed, and at Mother
chocolate, though abe know they
make her fatter, and my decision waa
accepted as an established fact, which
I thought waa another proof of my de-
termined temperament.

It aeema strange to look back on
that kimono party now. I frit o old
and capable and assured that nothing
could possibly happen to mo. If I had
dreamed of the mad adventures that
were so noon to begin ah, well, per-
haps I would have gone forward Just
the lime, It la hardly twelve month
since we aat by that crackling fire, but
1 feel aa if It had bwn a thousand
years. After all, twenty-tw- U very
young.

Hat, at any rate. I bad a perfectly
good reaeon for leaving school two
months before the end of the term.
Th doctor, wbo la an old friend of
mine I used to pull bis mustaches
whuu I wore pinafores told me I bad
been working too hard, and waa on the
venrn of a complete breakdown If I

didn't at on co have complete rest and
change of scene. So I asked blm if
the air of any particular place would
benefit me especially, and he pulled a
curl for me and aald ho felt sure Eng-

lish air wa the one thing for my ail-

ment.
"Are you going to visit your ances-

tral castle T" asked Mary as 1 waa pack-
ing. "It doesn't really seem polite to
go so near and never aay 'lion Jour. "

"Of course," I answered, though
really I hadn't thought about It before.
"I'm golug to see the Chateau Cllchy,
and also I'm going to try to recover
my ancestral property. I've a bundle
of bond stacked up In a romnntlo old
vault In IWts. Maybe I'll come back
an helre, or something extra nice
about this adventure.

I haven't mentioned anything about
my castle In Itance, have IT On
doesn't talk about one' family, of
course, but roelly. mine wa very In
teresting. Mr grandfather I the
Comte d'Yvea, and owns a large feudal
property In Cllchy, which 1 In Nor-
mandy. My father wa his eon by his
first marriage, and when father waa
hardly more than a boy, he quarreled
with grandfather, who turned bint out.
Father came to Canada to make hie
fortune, drifted to the coast, and final
ly married an American girl In Ban
Francisco. I wa born there, my moth
er dying when I wa ouly a baby, and
my father when ! wa seventeen. Aft'
er that I came to Winnipeg and taught
for a living. Of course, things wore
hard eometlinea, but father had
worse time than I, and for hi sake I
never could forgive grandfather for
turning him out of doors.

"Borne day. Anno," my father used
to aay laughingly, "you'll go back to
France and be adopted and become
nelrea of Cllchy."

"I guess the "est of them wont
leave much for me to be belrea of," I
answered usually, and the subject
dropped. Cave fur a fluent knowledge
of French 1 had nothing about m to
betray the fact ot my foreign extrac
tion, and I never wished to meet any
Of Bsy father's relatives never! Koran--

times my father would apeek about
the property In the strung boa. It waa
all In boude worthless' one, too
which bad been left mr 'father by hi
Bioihor, whoae dowry bad been Invest
4 ft tli old, ('anew caaaL Uat glort
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eat wiierprfite fili"t Vienl"dt'n"lo"rifla
twenty odd year ago, carrying with It
thousnnda of prosperous families In a
general wreck. My grandmother had
always hud a pathetic belief that some
day the bonds would be worth some-
thing. Bho left tbem to my father,
placing them In the strong box which
ahe held In the vault of Magniff A
Co., bunker, of Paris and London.
When abe was dying abe sent blm the
hey.

"Well. Anne, they won't do any barm
where they are." my fn'her would aay.
"Some day, when we're all rich, we'll
go to rurls and take them out and sell
them for old paper."

Bo now I think I have explained how
I cams to aall for Hug-lau- on the
thirty first ot May, with five $100 and
one f&O bill In my purse and the key
to the ancestral strong box. Mary
wanted me to aew by bills Into the
lining of my drees. Hut I felt safer
with the money In my purse, for. aa I

sold her, I'd either have to wear the
same dress all the time or keep run-
ning Into my room to see whether It
bad been ripped open or Dot If I bad
taken her advice 1 ahould never have
bad my adventure with the Man In the
Duff Ilool hut that cornea luter.

Mary, of course, waa at the train In
tears, waiting to bid me adieu. And
wbo else ahould be there but that
Odious Mr. Spratt, wbo had once been
enamored of me, half hidden b hind an
enormous bouquet. I've heard that
hi boy call blm "The Sprat." which
lant a nice name to give a professor
of clvlo and International law. He
pressed the bouquet Into one of my
band and then put something else In
to the other In a mysterious and por-

tentous manner.
"My volume of the Code Napoleon.

Miss Ives," be said. whispering cau-
tiously. "Tho only complete English
commentary on modern French law.
I've written your name on the
I Hint lose It; you'll need It when you
get to Paris!"

I could not but feci affected by the
little man's kindness In presenting me
with a copy ot hi epoch-makin- work.
I Introduced him to Mary, and we
three chatted fur a tew moments until
the conductor called "All aboard!" I
stayed a dy or two In Montreal, sight-
seeing, and finally, owing to a last min-
ute excursion to Mount Ho, al. nearly
missed the steamer. Hut jimt as the
whistles blew, I plunged hastily up the
gangway, colliding at the top with a
couple of foreign-lookin- men who
stared at me for several minutes, ap-

parently deeply Interested.
I am usually quick to form my

Judgments of people. 1 did not tike
either ot these fellow-passenge- st all
In a very short time 1 hud discovered
that they were master and servant, or
stood In some such relation. The one
bore the hull-mark- ot wealth without
refinement; the other was a coarse
and villainous looking Greek or Arme
nian, as I Judged. I was relieved when
I aaw him betake himself to the steer-
age. Put Judgo my disgust when I
discovered that I bad been seated next
to hla master at the dinner table!

He did not lose any tlrao striking
up an acquaintance with me. "May 1

pas you the mustard, Miss Howard?"
were hia first words. He had evident
ly been looking me up and made a mis
take In the name. I was about to dis-

illusion him when his next word
checked the word on my Up.

"Allow nte to Introduce myself, since
we are to see so much of each other
during our voyage," he continued, with
an odious smirk. "My name Is Mag
niff Leopold Magniff a name toler-
ably well known In Paris and

"The the banker T I managed to
(asp.

The son of the banker," he correct
ed, much gratified st my ready recog-

nition. "I be old boy's my father. Wo
now control the second largest ccmbl-natio- n

of capital In France, and the
fourth largest In Europe," be added

the old donkey' shoes, though. H
hate me like poison. I grieve to say
that my father haa a mind purely com-
mercial and utterly Incapable of ap-
preciating any of th refinements ot
life."

It Isn't often that I wish I were a
man, but that' what I did Just then,
so I might have had the pleasure
of kicking blm. Iiut I smothered my
rage aud struggled with my surprise.
It seemed like the opening of some
wonderful melodrama, my chance en-

counter, with this man while on my
way to Europe, to take my securities
out of his father's safety deposit box.
I murmured something and fled to
th dock. Later, Mr. Magniff appeared
and engaged me In conversation for
about an hour, until 1 found some ex-

cuse to dlemis blm and go to bed.
tiurlng the next few days he made

himself my constant companion. He
seemed to time his appearaocea at the
(able so that we ahould sit down to
gether. When 1 paced the deck I waa
aure to enoounUr hlin, whereupon, al-
tering the direction cf bia walk,
would keep etep with me. At evening,
ao sooner had I drawn up my chair In
a comfortable and secluded place than

would discover m and Itnmedlai
ly seat hlaisolf at my side. I mado
few acquaintance on the boat, so that
my nam never mentioned In his
presence, and It wa charaeterUUo ot
his complacency that be did not Ala
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T.Hvn, by' chance, I obtained a few
minutes' rieplte from bis odious pres-
ence, as sure a I would e blm
upon the lower deck In lengthy and
stealthy conference with the villainous
Greek for auch 1 had discovered bla
nationality to be. There was a cross-
eyed woman, apparently the snrvaut's
wire, whom I bad observed with blm,
and after the first dey, when Mr. Mag-

niff would bring bis servant up on our
deck and keep blm near while hs en
gaged me In conversation, I began to
notice that the woman would post her
self below and watch my face with
somber, never-winkin- eyes.

My curiosity became so great that I
questioned Mr. Magniff about this
atrange pair ot dependants. He burst
Into loud laughter.

'Toor Zeuxla la unhappily married."
he chuckled when be could speak. "I
took the fellow over to America with
me, and bla wife, who la Insanely
Jealous of the scamp, followed on the
next boat. Ever alnco that abe has
stuck to him closer than a leech. I

fancy she imagine that be' trying to
leave bor."

"Uut why doe she stare at mT" I

demanded.
He hemmed and hawed a little.
"You're a good sport. Miss Howard."

be confided at length. "I ll you
In. Hho's Jealous of you. 8 he thinks
he's planning to elope with you. Ho,
bo. ho!"

The cur collapsed Into my chair and
laughed. 1 started away Indignantly,
but he sprang to bis feet and grasped
me by the sleeve

an lie I

America I

burning ot

coast
ithout

ft

Tho
a on night

drinking enough
Don't go," be begged. "I'll stop tipsy, but sufficient to un- -

the fellow's Insolence if say the I lock doors of his secrets.
Zeuxls boon useful to I I told the old donkey"

me In my ways, and now we phrase I Interpreted him mean Mag-ar- e

to pull off a Utile coup In nlff, Br. "'you'd better hurry up
which Is golug not us a that with spirit In her.

Our dead.' He'd al-- j Imagine
1 lowance to a ten thousand a

What was tasked, my curlosltyl told me 1 a
stimulated. I he elegantly phrased it, had dls

He looked at I believe npiioliited all his of having mo
that, for occult the rascal succeed him bunking business,
considered that be bad mado a con- - All right, old boy,' 1 thought, 'I'll aho
quest me. At rate, I you original In financial

bla quite proudly Into held.' Miss Howard, he con--

my eager ears.
"It's long tale," snld. tell

It I've got to back to my father,
and ain't a pleasant subject."

I

a

I

1

I

I

1

I

I

on." 1 said, a entlc I like "Listen me,
as I the I drawled. little shaking hlin.

rogue enough
some the I i and ' ,l" tnBt I m a bring

uccess or failure my enterprise
Try as I I could not myself

the thought
"Well," began, drawing up a

chair close to me, "you wouldn't
to look me, my started
life as horse-mea- t In
the Rue Strasbourg,

"I could believe it by a wild stretch
tha imagination," I
"Quite he answered, flattered

"Well, to Justice, the old don
key haa one of the

he got ween snd
the

and made out
It went Then

would hlin but that
a Wltb

end view he a
ficent estate Nor

the

tv'

I Put My A'r.
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1 a and

the old are
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brains
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Uiv
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Noes "Well, Even

ghastly deer
purk. didn't anywhere.

feudal province,
bouader' manners such
nobles

him. presence
completely Ignored. several years
father struggled
social recognition, until. they
gave attempt, sold estate

went back Paris
ng' (tand against

with Impunity. He resolved re-

venged, and the man
his trouble waa Comt

a old noble Cllchy
Just a haggardly rat. Miss

thought too
good breath the that
did."

I glad that It bad too
dark for Magniff see my face.

singled cut the comte
feel full weight hatred,

be wont blandly. "The comte bad
been badly bit the Panama bubble.
He'd had soma shsres, but they dis
appeared a mysterious
From that time onward my father bent
all toward bankrupting

comte and taking over his prop-
erty. He' mortgaged, and It

only a matter a mouths
now gets even with the

fool. He'd It long ago,
only was bringing off a hla
own which meant

My heart hammering so hard It
scarcely seemed possible I could
control my emotion. The was
thickening I the very
heart It!

"Yes,' continued, putting bis
tha ship's rail, only

three tbem the direct
today: the a very old now.
a by a second marriage, and
ber the comte' grandson, a young
folk) twcuU-lve- . 1bre'M a

sou' by' but" J Mss"l7o aVd' Yell'you'a
went and died tliere.

him California and lost him
there. Han Francisco
had destroyed the

all the Tactile papers
result. There had been a mar- -

i

wmr
"8f Me, 8af Me,

Babbled Frantically.

Hag's and I believe there waa one
daughter. Uut sbo has vanished com-
pletely."

uneven glow bis worda, and
audden suspicious odor the

air, convinced me the scoundrel
had ben not ron--

der him Jurt
you the

word. Hut has "Ho by that
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I did leave It until we dortd at
Plymouth. Hut once, lying upon my
bunk, 1 saw a shadow full the
wall, and looking out, aaw hlin pacing
tho lower deek besldo his hawk-eyed- ,

eagle-beake- servitor, and an Involuu-tar-

shudder came over
He was waiting to accoet me at Ply-

mouth, but I eluded blm In the crowd.
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form, dasheu Into tho train and out
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of seeing blm tor Londou with-
out me, under tho Urm couvictloo tbut
1 waa in the
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